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By  C'onsnl  General  Jaiues  L.  Rodg°ers,  Halinnn.. 

The  history  of  the  business  year  1914  in  Cuba  can  be  written  very 
briefly,  since  the  causes  which  contributed  so  Largely  to  the  unsatis- 
factory result  are  too  Avell  known  by  the  world  at  large  to  require 
explanation. 

The  prevailing  business  depression  which  marked  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  the  period  when  Cuba  usually  reaps  its  harvest,  not  only  of 
material  but  of  money,  found  this  country,  which  depends  upon 
sugar  and  tobacco  production  primarily,  confronted  with  market 
prices  that  meant  no  profit  at  the  best,  and  implied  for  many  absolute 
inability  to  pa}^  not  only  past  debts,  but  current  expenses  as  well. 
With  the  largest  sugar  output  in  the  history  of  the  industry  and  a 
tobacco  crop  of  abnormal  proportions  there  were  prices  which  meant 
disaster.  But  Cuba  seemed  to  accept  the  situation  with  calmness,  and 
so,  aside  from  the  well-known  stringency  caused  by  poor  results  from 
the  sales  of  the  two  leading  staples,  there  was  no  agitation,  though 
purchases  were  greatly  curtailed. 
Effect  of  European  War  on  Commerce. 

The  sudden  outbreak  of  the  war  in  Europe  raised  the  hopes  of  the 
sugar  producer,  but  destroyed  those  of  the  tobacco  grower ;  however, 
since  the  first  meant  much  more  to  the  country  than  the  second,  pros- 
perity was  predicted.  It  would  have  come  to  some  extent  had  the 
sugar  remained  in  first  hands,  but  as  the  ownership  had  passed  to 
others,  it  was  soon  seen  that  the  Cuban  producer  would  get  little  of 
the  great  benefit.  This  realization  and  the  caution  induced  hj  ab- 
normal conditions  throughout  the  world  meant  poor  business  again, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  the  remainder  of  the  year  saw^  a  relapse  into 
the  state  which  marked  the  opening  months.  The  Government  rev- 
enues, of  which  over  80  per  cent  accrue  from  customs  duties,  suffered, 
and  that  emphasized  the  necessity  for  economy.  The  prospective 
high  prices  for  sugar  in  the  producing  season  of  1915  stimulated 
certain  trades  and  industries,  but  ordinary  affairs,  especially  those 
connected  with  the  tobacco  trade,  remained  nearly  dormant.  The 
situation  can  be  understood  better,  perhaps,  when  it  is  stated  that  in 
the  latter  half  of  1914  the  public  revenues,  as  compared  with  those  of 
the  corresponding  period  in  1913,  fell  off  over  $4,025,000,  or  nearly 
25  per  cent. 

As  usual,  the  value  of  the  exports  was  large  for  the  country,  but 
that  was  because  of  the  huge  sugar  crop,  Avhich  has  to  be  sold,  no  mat- 
ter how  poor  the  price  may  be,  for  Cuba  is  not  a  holding  country. 
The  poor  returns  meant  hardships  everywhere,  and,  as  has  been 
stated,  only  the  sugar  men  entered  the  new  year  with  any  confidence. 

92431°— 15 


2  SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMERCE  EEPOETS, 

The  tobacco  industry  undoubtedly  suffered  most,  and  the  effect  was 
immediate,  since  it  was  determined  to  rechice  the  autumn  phmting  to 
tiie  smallest  acreage  known  for  years.  With  idle  cigar  factories  and 
with  great  uncertainty  as  to  prices  of  the  next  crop  of  tobacco,  there 
was  little  incentive  for  a  normal  production,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
the  Cuban  agriculturist  of  small  degree  turned  to  other  crops — a 
result  which  may  be  of  ultimate  benefit  to  the  country.  But  curtail- 
ment was  general  except  in  sugar-cane  planting,  and  that  policy  will 
become  apparent  when  the  statistics  of  1915  are  seen. 

Increased  Demand  for  American  Goods. 

The  effect  of  the  war  upon  the  Cuban  trade  was  reflected  prin- 
cipally in  the  commerce  with  the  United  States.  In  the  autumn 
of  1914,  when  it  became  apparent  that  transportation  and  business 
transactions  with  Europe  would  be  difficult,  the  Cuban  merchant, 
who  had  patronized  Europe  to  as  great  an  extent  as  seemed  profitable 
to  him,  turned  to  the  United  States  for  substitute  wares  and,  after 
some  delay  in  instances,  found  them.  The  result  of  this  was  a  sub- 
stantial increase  in  the  American  share  of  the  Cuban  import  trade, 
and  this  increase  would  appear  much  greater  if  the  statistics  of  the 
fiscal  year  of  1914-15  were  used  instead  of  those  of  the  calendar  year 
of  1914  in  comparison  with  preceding  calendar  years.  That  much  of 
this  increased  share  will  be  retained  by  the  United  States  for  all 
time  is  certain,  and  that  it  will  be  perhaps  several  years  before  any 
marked  diminuation,  by  reason  of  European  competition  is  shown, 
appears  equally  certain. 
Imiiort  Trade  of  the  Island. 

The  import  trade  of  Cuba  in  1913  was  valued  at  $143,82G,8G9,  and 
therefore  the  1914  total  of  $119,001,410  shows  a  loss  of  $24,825,459, 
which  represents  poor  business  conditions  and  the  effect  of  the  war. 

Although  the  United  States  gained  5.44  per  cent  in  the  share  of 
the  import  trade  over  that  of  1913,  it  should  be  noted  that  the  United 
States  sold  to  Cuba  in  1913  goods  amounting  in  value  to  $75,288,167, 
or  $6,664,878  greater  than  for  1914.  However,  the  United  States 
was  the  only  country  that  showed  gain  in  the  proportion  of  trade. 
Exclusive  of  money  imports,  Germany's  sales  in  1914  were  $4,640,215 
less  than  in  1913,  France's  $2,769,860,  and  Great  Britain's  $3,687,181. 

Percentages  of  Distribution  of  Foreign  Trade. 

In  the  table  below  is  shown  the  percentages  of  the  share  of  the 
United  States  and  of  other  countries  prominent  in  Cuban  affairs  in 
the  import  and  export  trade  in  the  years  of  1912,  1913,  and  1914.  It 
should  be  remembered  that  these,  as  in  all  other  tables,  are  percent- 
ages and  figures  of  value  only,  as  the  official  statistics  of  Cuba  do  not 
deal  with  quantities. 


Countries. 

Imports  from. 

Exports  to. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1912 

1913 

1914 

United  States 

51.90 

C.50 

7.76 

6.12 

13.00 

14.02 

52.79 
0.71 
7.77 
6.40 
11.11 
15. 22 

58.23 
4.22 

8.37 
4.00 
10. 49 
14.79 

83.94 
3.  .59 
.37 
1.49 
0.63 
3.  OS 

80.00 

2.  So 

.40 

1.02 

11. 15 
4.58 

83.14 

Germany 

1  35 

Spain 

.93 

France 

1  3G 

United  Kingdom 

9.12 

other  countries 

3.40 
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The  gain  in  the  imports  from  the  United  States  was  nearly  all 
made  in  the  last  five  months  of  1914,  as  was  also  that  of  Spain.  The 
losses  suffered  by  Germany,  France,  Great  Britain,  and  other  coun- 
tries are  directly  attributable  to  the  war  in  its  various  phases  con- 
nected with  foreign  trade 

The  increase  in  the  share  of  the  United  States  in  the  export  trade 
is  only  natural,  since  it  meant  that  the  American  market  was  sought 
from  necessity. 

Principal  Imports  and  Countries  Supplying  the  Trade. 

The  following  table  gives  the  imports  into  Cuba  for  1914  and  the 
amounts  from  the  principal  countries  shipping  to  the  island : 


Articles. 


Total,  1914. 


United 

States. 


Germany. 


Spain. 


France. 


United 
Kingdom. 


Otlier 
countries. 


Stone,  earth,  and  ceramics: 

Earth  and  stone 

Bitumens 

Glass  and  crystal 

Pottery  and  porcelain 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of: 

Gold,  silver,  and  platinum. 

Iron  and  steel . . .' 

Copper 

Other  metals 

Chemicals,  drugs  etc.: 

Drugs 

Colors,  dyes,  etc 

Chemical  products 

Oils,  fats,  greases 

Textiles  and  manufactures  of: 

Cotton  and  manufactures 
of 

Vegetable  fibers 

Wool,  bristles,  hair 

Silk,  and  manufactures  of . 
Paper  and  paper  goods: 

Paper  and  cardboard 

Books  and  printed  matter. 
Wood,  and  manufactures  of: 
j        Wood,  and  products  of 

Other  vegetable  matter  .. . 
Animals,  and  products  of: 

Animals 

Hides  and  skins 

Manufactured      animal 

products 

Machinery',  instruments,  etc.: 

t        Instruments 

j        Machinery 

'        Apparatus 

FoodstulTs: 

Meats 

Fish 

Cereals 

Fruits 

Vegetables,  etc 

Oils  and  beverages 

Milk  products 

Other  foodstutis 

All  other  articles 

Articles  free  of  duty 

Money 


$1,744,571  .¥l,3r,n,  81 


1,451,915 

1, 236,  C8fi 

870,831 

249, 510 

5,734,217 

839, 170 

307, 205 

478,340 

794, 0.54 

4,355,210 

2,340,204 


9, 574, 997 

5,029,134 

890,977 

529,290 

1,054.15 
380,478 

3,005,581 
215,230 

420,701 
704,312 


237,220 
8,209,904 
3,200,809 


11,209, 
2,299, 

15,393, 
772, 
5,002, 
4,083, 
3,132, 
4,315, 
3,979, 
7,712, 
799, 


103  9, 
437 

569  8, 
057 
017  2, 
845 
.528 
179  1 


1,411,008 
370, 160 
322, 231 

98, 326 

4, 097, 142 

057, 233 

152, 007 

200,068 

517,0X1 

2. 757, 975 

1,. 341, 730 


2,724,819 

1,120,650 

204, 159 

201, 054 

901,210 
154,349 

2,205,480 
47,081 

401,351 
604,392 

3,847,219 

132,31 

7,057,801 
2,493,905 


000, 050 
302,949 
722,840 
418,201 
395, 853 
038,854 
898,562 
733,958 
682, 032 
0.32,  S03 
081,300 


$17,  .332 

1,121 

33<>,  603 

103,601 

72, 489 
181,929 
.82, 170 
44, 341 

GO,  239 

32, 421 

215, 656 

48,280 


463, 070 
06,080 
40,170 
17, 583 

195, 574 
58, 845 

95,586 
11,258 

1,324 
4,992 

25,583 

54, 832 
420,418 

87,572 

7,6.58 

51,204 

1,284,558 

217 

212,391 

33,509 

9,281 

5,979 

640,969 

30,558 


58, 541 


128, 570 
174, 407 

19, 965 
35, 683 
3, 896 
16,713 

80, 690 

13,212 

73, 458 

289, 732 


1, 557, 894 

251,845 

73,391 

27,022 

279,943 
81,277 

208,939 
22,344 

1,990 
03,694 

1,132,642 

19,810 
10,785 
12, 494 

179,305 
391,875 
194,3.58 
324, 519 
724,888 
2, 800, 287 

74,670 
159,225 
227,386 
147,931 

18,022 


?70,  .554 

301 

104, 124 

75, 948 

45,117 

78, 727 

21,573 

9,704 

2,' 
15,  f 

640, 488 
477, 195 


738, 305 
168,178 
219, 240 
145, 258 

102,740 
27,030 

120,397 
9,086 

1,710 
12,232 

32,111 

17,193 
65,415 
155,302 

12, 152 

10, 558 

7, 

0,530 

68,502 

245, 993 

8,0.57 

16,077 

802,612 

90,659 

100,016 


S13, 040 

7,617 

78, 095 

127, 725 

4,083 

575,972 

64, 404 

48,458 

9,807 
186, 452 
373,304 
135, 241 


3,208,409 

1,560,178 

318,148 

40, 734 

17,530 
30,371 

71,448 
72,542 

1,710 
4,951 

28,888 

1,101 
326,246 
339,864 

9,051 

304, 381 

3,077,971 

2, 258 

94, 602 

215, 572 

667,789 

36, 479 

143,599 

173,655 


S283,683 

1,808 

212,528 

66, 859 

9,536 

164, 764 

9,894 

35,982 

118,694 
28,900 

294, 329 
48, 014 


881,900 

1, 862, 197 

35, 863 

97, 039 

97,148 
28, 600 

177,731 
52,919 

14,320 
14,051 

43,934 

11,907 
383,239 
117,072 

1,991,947 
1,238,470 
2,105,952 

20,332 
2,105,781 

89,570 

1,474,169 

2,363,481 

480,083 

630,427 


Total 119,001,410  69,304,589   5,034,119   9,957,403    4,731,82212,379,04817,594,429 


The  lessened  values  of  importation  in  1914  as  compared  with  1913 
showed  how  general  was  the  restriction  in  trade,  for  every  item  of 
1914  as  compared  with  those  of  1913  was  less.  The  greatest  decrease 
was  in  machinery,  instruments,  and  apparatus,  amounting  to  $5,537,- 
949,  and  representing  largely  the  economy  enforced  upon  the  sugar 
mills  by  reason  of  low  prices.  Foodstuffs  fell  off  $4,075,653 ;  metals, 
$2,932,738 ;  textiles,  $2,979,799 ;  wood,  etc.,  $898,027 ;  animal  products, 
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$739,042;  stone,  etc.,  $763,451;  paper,  etc.,  $404,049;  and  miscella- 
neous articles,  $795,284;  and  articles  free  of  duty,  $2,485,596. 

The  United  States  only  made  gains  in  sales  of  two  classifications 
over  1913,  namely,  $1,160,748  in  foodstuffs,  etc.,  and  $426,233  in 
chemical  products.    The  greatest  loss  was  in  machinery,  $2,759,567. 

Percentages  of  the  Import  Trade. 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  percentages  of  the  import  trade, 
in  the  various  classifications,  from  the  United  States  and  other  coun- 
tries in  1913  and  1914.  The  figures  show  a  gain  from  the  United 
States  in  all  the  classifications  excepting  wood  and  manufactures : 


Products. 


Stone,  earth,  and  ceramics... 
Metals  and  manufactures  of.. 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Textiles  and  manufactures  of 

Paper  and  cardboard 

Wood  and  manufactures  of. . 

Animal  products 

Machinery,  etc 

Foodstuffs 

Miscellaneous 

Articles  free  of  duty 


From 
United  States. 


1913         1914 


60. 10 
72.00 
52.89 
22.58 
4G.53 
72.  OS 
73.71 
72.09 
45. 14 
40.00 
89.21 


66.00 
78.58 
GO.  52 
20.65 
54.66 
71.45 
77.85 
82.77 
51.66 
42.29 
86.01 


From 
other  Countries. 


1913        1914 


39.84 
28.00 
47.11 
77.42 
53.47 
27.92 
20.29 
27.91 
54.86 
60.00 
10.79 


34.00 
21.42 
39.48 
73.35 
45.34 
28.55 
22.15 
17.23 
48.34 
57.71 
13.99 


Relative  Importance  of  Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  the  relative  importance  and  share  in 
percentage  of  the  whole  of  the  various  import  classifications  for  two 
years.  That  of  foodstuffs  is  again  the  most  remarkable  feature  and 
shows  how  greatly  Cuba  depends  upon  the  world.  Hardly  less  sig- 
nificant is  that  of  textiles,  which  implies  clothing : 


Products. 

1913 

1914 

Products. 

1913 

1914 

Stone,  earth,  and  ceramics 

4.31 
7.10 
5.97 
13.50 
l.SO 
2.96 

4.49 
6.04 
6.  74 
13.52 
1.73 
2.72 

Animal  products 

4.95 
12.20 
35.62 
3.27 
8.22 

5.28 

Metals,  and  manufactures  of 

Chemicals,  drugs,  etc 

Machinery,  instruments,  etc 

Foodstuffs 

9.92 
39.74 

Textiles,  and  manufactures  of 

'  Miscellaneous  .                      

3.37 

Paper,  and  paper  goods 

Articles  free  of  duty 

6.45 

Wood,  and  manufactures  of 

The  Export  Trade. 

The  value  of  the  exports  from  Cuba  in  1913  was  $164,069,691  and 
in  1914,  $173,343,415,  exclusive  of  reexports  and  money.  This  in- 
crease of  $9,273,724  was  brought  about  by  the  gain  in  the  value 
assigned  to  sugar,  less  the  loss  of  almost  $4,000,000  in  tobacco  exports. 

The  low  prices  and  the  closing  of  cigar  factories  were  based  on 
the  claims  of  damage  done  by  the  war  in  Europe  to  the  tobacco  trade, 
and  yet  the  official  statistics  show  that  the  loss  in  exports  of  leaf 
tobacco  and  cigars  to  the  United  States,  Germany,  and  France  in 
1914  compared  with  1913  was  $2,121,630,  and  the  gain  in  1914  by 
exports  to  Spain  and  Great  Britain  was  $2,661,799.  According  to 
statistics,  therefore,  there  was  an  actual  increase  in  export  values 
of  tobacco  and  cigars  to  Spain,  Great  Britain,  and  certain  of  the 
belligerent  countries  of  Europe. 
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The  following  were  the  articles  of  export  and  the  principal  coun- 
tries of  destination  for  1914: 


Articles. 


Total, 
1914. 


Animals  and  products  of: 

Animals 

Hides  and  skins 

Other  animal  products 
Sugar  and  products: 

Sugar,  crude  and  refined. 

Molasses 

Confectionery,  etc 

Fruits,  grains,  and  vegetables 

Fruits .^ 

Grains  and  vegetables. . . 
Marine  products: 

Tortoise  shell,  etc 

Sponges 

Mineral  products: 

Asphalt 

Iron  and  copper  ore 

Old  metals 

Forest  products: 

Vegetable  fibers 

Timber  and  woods 

Tobacco  products: 

Tobacco  leaf 

Cigars  and  cigarettes 

Miscellaneous: 

Bee  products 

Distilled  products 

AU  other  articles 


Total. 
Reexports.. 
Money 


Grand  total 


$13,925 

2,365,498 

148,901 


United 
States. 


$9, 985 

1,473,324 

111,096 


130,424,397116,281.895 
2,450,710     1,517,215 

58, 127  29, 458 


2, 832, 167 

811,  i;3: 

17, 500 
200, 193 

19,491 

3,404,555 

127,981 

95,649 
1,500,233 

17,087,043 
10,399,659 

636,389 
429,008 
260, 791 


17.3,343,415 

697,276 

3,513,263 


177,553,954 


2,828,178 
663, 184 

2,437 
109, 772 


Ger- 
many. 


$780, 0G9 
34, 151 


Spain. 


10,380 

4,464,555 

93,728 


62,92' 
797, 009 

14,214,415 
3,299,670 

209, 132 
24,517 
112,408 


145,310,485 

564, 197 

2,382,941 


1,040 
21,063 

4,995 
0,678 

2,880 


113 

22, 670 
90, 651 

708, 120 
401,286 

239,602 

21,929 

205 


2,341,753 
12,314 


148,263,623  2,354,06; 


$1,080 
173 


2,529 

771 

10, 259 

"9,"  462 


450 
79, 422 

637, 776 
863, 192 

500 
11,087 
7,335 


France. 


$75, 305 
1,314 

1,443,299 

820 

082 
103, 879 

7,420 
24,313 

2,000 


1,640 

1,890 
194, 451 

35, 130 
491, 109 

2,895 
5,000 
1, 789 


1,630,033   2,392,936 

14,515  4,603 

1,064,322 


2,708,873   2,397,539 


United       Other 
Kingdom,  countries. 


S60 

, 108, 390 

885,063 

463 


27,333 
4,225 


276,389 

33,605 
,248,064 

97 
145,969 
86,  .324 


$3,940 

30, 800 

600 

1,590,040 
48, 432 
24, 622 


16,750 
'22,' 635 


32,500 

7,710 
61,711 

1, 458, 000 
2,096,338 

184,163 

220,500 

45,378 


15,816,520   5,845,083 
25,463         76,184 
06, 000 


15,841,983 


5,987,867 


Percentages  of  the  Export  Trade. 

The  following  table  gives  the  share  of  the  United  States  and  other 
countries  in  the  various  classifications  of  exports  during  1913  and 
1914: 


Products. 


Animal  products 

Sugar  and  products . . 
Fruits  and  vegetables 

Marine  products 

Mineral  products 

Forest  products 

Tobacco  products 

Miscellaneous 


To  United  States. 


1913  1914 


Per  cent. 
20.31 
87. 00 
91.13 
41.70 
99.89 
54. 84 
59.02 
24.20 


Per  cent 
63.24 
88.00 
95.04 
51.08 
98.80 
54.08 
63. 75 
26.50 


To  other  countries. 


1913  1914 


Per  cent. 
79.69 
13. 00 
8.87 
58.30 
.11 
45. 16 
40.98 
75.80 


Per  cent. 
36. 70 
12.00 

4.30 
48.92 

1.20 
45.92 
36. 25 
73.50 


Relative  Importance  of  Exports. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  percentages  of  exports  in  pro- 
portion to  the  whole  during  the  years  1913  and  1914: 


Products. 

1913 

1914 

Products. 

1913 

1914 

Animal  products 

1.57 

71.65 

1.95 

.23 

1.68 

77.00 

2.60 

.02 

Mineral  products 

3.11 
1.20 
19.20 
1.09 

2.50 

Sugar  and  products        

Forest  products 

.10 

16.08 

Marine  products 

Miscellaneous  products 

.10 
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Declared  Exports  to  TJnited  States. 

The  customs  statistics  previously  given  showing  the  exports  from 
Cuba  to  the  United  States  vary  considerably  compared  with  the 
following  figures,  which  represej|t  the  declared  value  according  to 
invoices  certified  at  the  American  consulates  and  agencies  in  Cuba. 
The  greatest  divergence  arises,  of  course,  in  sugar,  and  it  is  diflicult 
to  see  how  such  values  are  obtained  for  Cuban  statistics  unless 
IDrobable  market  values  in  the  United  States  are  applied.  The  same 
is  true  as  to  many  other  items.  In  the  following  table  are  given  the 
quantities  and  values  of  the  declared  exports  for  1913  and  1914  from 
all  of  Cuba  and  the  Habana  consular  district  (including  the  agencies 
at  Matanzas,  Cardenas,  and  Neuva  Gerona)  : 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity.        Value 


Quantity. 


Value. 


FROM  ALL  OF  CUBA. 

Animals,  etc number. 

Asphalt bags. 

B  ananas bunches . 

Cigars,  etc pounds. 

Cocoa do. . . 

Coconuts number. 

Copper  ore tons. 

Fruits  and  vegetables crates. 

Hides,  bones,  etc bundles. 

Honey barrels . 

Iron  ore tons . 

Lumber  and  wood feet. 

Metal,  scrap pounds . 

Molasses gallons. 

Pineapples crates. 

Sponges bales . 

Sugar bags  o. 

Tobaeco,  leaf pounds. 

Wax  (bees) do... 

All  other  articles 


1,1S7 

6,025 

2, 548, 092 

841,665 

1,968,080 

5,227,272 

25,415 

475, 631 

28,871 

1,069 

1,413,370 

15, 946, 000 

2,976,017 

34,023,200 

1,280,404 

3,915 

11,520,643 

20,131,161 

302, 184 


$17,802 
24, 105 
849,364 

3,927,779 
246,010 
145, 202 
635, 376 
380, 505 
461,942 
26,735 

4, 805, 457 
908,919 
270, 547 

1,150,580 

1,024,323 

142,877 

78,168,301 

13, 890, 501 

100, 728 

281.178 


673 

2,671 

3,028,185 

845, 415 

3,246,-384 

4,534,240 

43,268 

670,317 

33,517 

2,287 

065,248 

12,928,000 

3,596,934 

50,868,000 

1,881,509 

4,045 

13,029,220 

22, 737, 853 

729, 252 


SIO,  094 

10, 688 

1,009,396 

3,945,316 

405, 795 

113,381 

1,081,712 

536, 254 

536,283 

57, 172 

2,261,844 

736, 930 

326, 994 

1,217,360 

1, 505, 207 

147, 638 

97,216,697 

15,916,497 

243, 084 

191, 686 


Total. 


107,458,231 


127, 470, 028 


FROM  HABANA. 

Animals number. 

Beeswax pounds . 

Cigars  and  cigarettes do. . . 

Copper  ore tons . 

Fruits  and  vegetables crates. 

Hides  and  bones bundles. 

Honey barrels. 

Lumber  and  wood feet . 

Metal  scrap pounds. 

Molasses gallons . 

Pineapples crates. 

Sponges bales. 

Sugar bags  a. 

Tobacco pounds . 

All  other  articles 


1,180 

208, 533 

841,594 

2,  GOO 

297,255 

9,037 

957 

970,000 

2,631,189 

11,500,150 

1,270,520 

3,700 

1,027,270 

18,670,264 


17, 701 

668 

69,  .511 

585, 141 

3,927,444 

845,370 

65,000 

12,000 

237, 804 

378,634 

144, 587 

6,272 

23,920 

1,804 

55,244 

158,000 

239, 199 

3 

321,219 

231,3,83 

13 

457,350 

1,010,402 

1 

881, 171 

134, 781 

3,990 

6,742,258 

1 

214,020 

3,069,185 

22,685,000 

106, 805 

Total. 


26,081,230 


FROM  MATANZAS. 

Beeswax pounds. 

Hides,  etc bundles. 

Honey barrels. 

Metal  scrap pounds . 

Molasses gallons . 

Sugar bags. 

All  other  articles 

Total 


10,962 
345 


14, 763 
15, 530, 000 
2, 200, 084 


3,654 
5,530 


1,460 

543, 550 

16,151,990 

98, 343 


10,746 

646 

76 

198 

25,710,000 

2,360,984 


10, 704, 533 


10,019 

195,047 

3, 945, 076 

300, 000 

302, 907 

100,349 

45, 097 

9,045 

301,929 

269, 147 

1,504,937 

143, 874 

8,983,744 

15,879,483 

120,947 


32,111,001 


3,582 

8,731 

1,896 

18 

642, 750 

17,457,215 

17 


18, 114, 209 


a  A  bag  contains  325  pounds  of  sugar. 


CUBA. 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

FROM  CARDENAS. 

Hides,  etc bundles. . 

i; 

79 

9,300 

1,518,346 

$1,266 

Metal  scrap pounds . . 

Sugar bags . . 

124,553 
2,076,640 

Sll,323 

13,498,164 

744 

13,769,763 

Total...   .               

13,509,487 

13,771,773 

FKOM  NUEVA  GEEONA. 

Fruits  and  vegetables crates. . 

All  other  articles 

80, 167 

65,394 
3 

126,432 

101, 146 

8 

Total 

65,397 

101,154 

Total,  Habana  district 

56,360,647 

04, 098, 737 

The  value  of  returned  American  goods,  $509,383,  from  all  of  Cuba 
represents  to  a  large  degree  that  of  machinery  and  apparatus  for 
repairs  and  empty  containers.  So  general  is  this  rule  that  no  attempt 
is  made  to  classify  this  reexportation. 

There  Avere  no  exports  to  Hawaii  or  the  Philippine  Islands. 

In  the  following  table  is  given  the  value  of  declared  exports  to 
Porto  Rico  from  all  of  Cuba  and  from  Habana : 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

FROM  ALL  OF  CUBA. 

Cedar        

S33,899 
1,050 

$23,223 
2,013 
8,792 

644 

2,844 

582 

FROM  HABANA. o 

Drugs 

$1,050 

S2,013 

8,792 

Films,  motion-picture 

Onions 

Preserves 

1,252 

Onions       

1,252 
373 

2,844 

All  other  articles 

1,007 

16,424 

Total 

2,500 
1,197 

3,309 

30,073 

All  other  articles 

Total               

40, 271 

38,098 

a  There  were  no  declared  exports  from  Matanzas,  Cardenas,  or  Nueva  Gerona. 

The  declared  exports  to  the  United  States  from  Cuba  do  not  usually 
offer  significant  facts.  Aside  from  Cuban  cigars  and  tobacco,  which 
the  world  demands  and  obtains  despite  American  necessities  or  the 
market,  and  raw  sugar,  which  England  often  buys  in  view  of  Euro- 
pean market  conditions,  practically  all  of  the  exports  go  to  the 
United  States.  As  a  consequence,  there  is  afforded  little  chance  for 
comment. 

The  figures  of  1914  in  comparison  with  those  of  1913  are  chiefly 
interesting  in  the  way  of  showing  development  of  certain  industries. 
Thus,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  Cuban  banana  trade  is  expanding 
rapidly,  that  the  pineapple  export  increased  50  per  cent,  and  that  the 
proportion  of  sugar  taken  by  the  United  States  shows  the  huge  pro- 
portion of  value  that  crop  means  to  Cuba.  The  export  of  iron  ore 
tells  plainly  what  the  depression  in  the  steel  trade  in  the  United 
States  meant  to  the  Cuban  mines. 
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This  Year's  Oiitlook — Imports  by  Countries. 

In  the  current  year's  exports  to  the  United  States  there  will  be  a 
percentage  of  gain,  owing  to  the  closing  of  the  European  market  to 
valuable  commodities.  But  the  gain  through  sugar  values  will  be 
offset  to  a  great  extent  by  the  loss  in  tobacco,  of  Avhich,  as  it  relates 
to  the  present  crop,  there  will  be  the  smallest  exportation  in  many 
years.  Other  items  will  show  gains,  as  a  rule,  but  only  in  quantities, 
as  prices  are  low  for  almost  everything  except  sugar. 

Cuba  entered  the  year  1915  with  peculiar  conditions.  On  one  hand 
there  was  the  promise  of  sugar,  which  became  brighter  as  climatic 
conditions  made  it  certain  that  a  crop  of  the  magnitude  of  1914  could 
not  be  produced.  On  the  other  was  the  depression  produced  by  the 
tobacco  situation  and  by  the  poor  prices  for  other  staple  productions. 
Between  these  two  was  the  uncertainty  of  local  business.  As  a  result 
of  it  all  it  can  be  said  that  Cuba,  while  not  greatly  affected  by  the 
war  in  Europe,  displayed  all  evidences  of  proceeding  cautiously  in 
business.  That  policy  still  obtains  and  will  continue  for  some  time 
to  come. 

CIENFUEGOS. 


By  Consul  Rieliartl  M.  Bartleman. 

Trade  conditions  in  the  Cienfuegos  consular  district  during  1914 
were  not  as  prosperous  as  had  been  expected,  owing  principally  to 
the  breaking  out  of  the  European  war,  which  greatly  hindered  trade 
with  the  countries  involved,  especially  in  sugar  and  tobacco,  on  which 
this  country  entirely  depends. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  into  the  port  of  Cienfuegos  during 
the  calendar  year  1914  was  $6,381,751,  a  decrease  of  $2,217,329  over 
the  preceding  year,  but  exports  increased  by  $871,761  to  a  total  of 
$17,427,529.  The  value  of  imports  and  exports  by  countries  for  the 
calendar  years  1913  and  1914  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 


Countries. 


IMPORTS  FROM- 

Argentina 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

France 

Germany 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Porto  Rico 

Spain 

Switzerland 

United  States 

United  Kingdom.. 


$252, 847 

37,303 

59,944 

98,331 

21,2C0 

115,119 

578, 267 

831,199 

9,941 

105 

9,323 

131,437 

82,212 

143,105 

393,888 

6,950 

4,855,240 

686, 465 


1914 


$201, 
13, 
19, 
100, 
11, 
74, 
270, 
604, 

l] 

60, 

32, 

8.5, 

330, 

3, 755, 
657, 


577 
166 
977 
965 
651 
115 
8.52 
798 
174 
846 
897 
423 
073 
979 
722 
114 
961 
579 


Coimtries. 


IMPORTS  FROM— COntd 

Uruguay 

All  other  countries 

Total 

EXPORTS  TO  — 

Belgium 

Germany 

Honduras 

Jamaica 

Netherlands 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

Total 

Total  trade 


1913 


$284,377 
1,817 


8,599,080 


6,360 

48, 104 

1,700 

500 

34, 475 

1,131,391 

15,3.33,238 


16,555,708 


25, 154, 848 


$149, 221 
661 


6,381,751 


176, 680 
23, 929 


48,050 
1,314,092 
15, 864, 77S 


17,427,529 


23, 809, 280 


Imports  by  Countries. 

As  statistics  of  imports  into  Cienfuegos  by  countries,  articles,  and 
values  for  the  calendar  year  1914  are  not  yet  available,  those  for 
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the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1914,  are  given.    The  details  are  set 
forth  in  the  following  table : 


Articles. 


FROM  UNITED  STATES. 

Acids,  inorganic kilos. 

Agricultural  implements: 

Plows kilos. 

Haying  machines  do. . . 

Other do... 

Blacking do... 

Biscuits,  flue pounds. 

Beans kilos. 

Boxes,  wooden do. . . 

Bicycles number. 

Beer,  bottled dozen. 

Buttons,  etc kilos. 

Coal tons. 

Cement bairels. 

Cables,  steel kilos . 

Cutlery do 

Condensed  milk. .  .pounds. 
Copper: 

Wire kilos. 

Other  manufactures 

kilos. 

Candles pounds. 

Cotton,  and  manufactures 
of,  u.  e.  s.: 

Raw poimds.. 

Thread  and  yarn. kilos. . 

Casks,  made  up do 

Corn pomids.. 

Candy do 

Flour,  wheat barrels. . 

Furniture kilos. . 

Fish,  preserved do — 

Forage tons.. 

Fruits: 

Canned pounds. . 

Other kilos.. 

Glass do 

Hams pounds.. 

Hats  and  caps dozen . . 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of: 

Bar kilos.. 

Plates do.... 

Wrought do — 

Nails do 

Large  pieces do — 

Pipe do — 

Pieces  and  accessories 
kilos.. 

Other  manufactui-cs 

kilos. . 

Leather,    manufactures   of 

kilos. . 

Lime ." barrels. . 

Lard pounds. . 

Lumber M  feet. . 

Meal,  corn barrels.. 

Machinery: 

Dynamos kilos. . 

Other do — 

Oil: 

Crude gallons.. 

Olive do 

Lubricating do 

Vegetable do — 

Oxides kilos . . 

Oats pounds.. 

Oleomargarine do 

Oilcloth kilos. . 

Paints do 

Petroleum gallons . . 

Pharmaceutical     products 

kilos.. 

Perfumery do 

Peas   and    Spanish   beans 

kilos.. 

Paper,  all  kinds do 

Potatoes do 


Quantity.       Value. 


517,217 

14,653 

15,479 

4,192 

225 

17,434 

176,860 

890,070 

627 

1,896 

SO 

127,220 

131,606 

317, 150 

1,9S1 

10,901 

61,654 

15, 905 
25,968 


87,581 

3,720 

521,982 

1,993,003 

15,619 

78,091 

894,870 

556 

234 

68,978 
4,964 

42,287 

339,298 

5,153 

975,677 
956,697 
129,963 
55,935 
63,486 
125, 147 

444,279 

1,387,408 

8,502 
2,970 
6,906,889 
10, 240 
2,810 

34,885 
2,237,111 

37, 136 
13,862 
191,016 
1,051 
23,976 
10,300 
11,027 
10,319 
57,823 
15, 560 

22,391 
1,251 

23, 826 
189, 294 
150, 514 


$17,132 

3,428 

8,915 

4,315 

246 

1,479 

17, 127 

10,940 

5,259 

1, 562 

513 

530, 152 

113,008 

23,983 

1,447 

728 

2,050 

12,620 
2,522 


7,334 

1,613 

6,803 

23,771 

3,072 

364,665 

59, 289 

106 

11,935 

5,494 

895 

5,998 

63,534 

4,618 

40,610 
49,626 
10, 844 
2,702 
3,427 
7,169 

161,031 

114,994 

10, 107 

2,950 

598,682 

177, 248 

7,910 

12, 191 
222,339 

6,625 

14,403 

47, 184 

598 

1,223 

1,250 

1,214 

5,038 

11,546 

2,021 

11,075 

872 

2,373 

21,814 
5,947 


Articles. 


FEOM  UNITED  STATES — COU. 

Pork,  salt poimds . 

Rice do... 

Rubber,    manufactures    of 

kilos. 

Salt: 

Rock pounds. 

Groimd do. .. 

Other kilos. 

Soap: 

Common  bar. .pounds. 

Toilet do... 

Sauces  and  mustard,  .kilos. 
Shoes: 

Men's pairs. 

Women's do... 

Children's do 

Sewing  machines. number. 

Scales do... 

Sausage kilos. 

Toys do... 

Tobacco,  chewing do. . . 

Textiles: 

Plain  cotton do . . . 

Twilled  cotton.  ..do... 

Stockings     and     knit 

goods kilos. 

Tin,  sheet do... 

Tools: 

Fine do... 

Ordinary do... 

Vermicelli pounds. 

Vegetable  products. .  .kilos. 

Varnishes gallons . 

Wagons kilos. 


Total. 


FROM  GERMANY. 

Agricultural  implements: 

Plows kilos. 

Other do... 

Boxes,  wooden do... 

Beer,  bottled dozen. 

Buttons,  etc kilos. 

Beans do... 

Bags  (for  sugar) do... 

Condensed  milk. .  .pounds. 

Cutlery kilos. 

Copper,  manufactures  of: 

Wire kilos. 

Other do... 

Cement barrels. 

Casks kilos. 

Furniture do. . . 

Glass do... 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of: 

Bar kilos. 

Nails do... 

Pipe do... 

Manufactures  of.  .do. . . 

pieces  and  accessories, 
kilos 

Wrought kilos. 

Leather,  manufactures  of, 

kilos 

Machinery kilos. 

Dynamos do. . . 

Oilcloth do... 

Paints do. . . 

Paper,  all  kinds do... 

Perfumery do . . . 

Rice pounds. 

Rubber,  manufactures  of, 

kilos 

Steel  cables. . .  ; kilos. 

Tin,  sheet do. . . 


Quantity.      Value 


507,015 
43,992 

2,733 

3,230,258 

1,211,399 

99,031 

35,606 
8,075 
2,664 

58,627 

127,897 

68,343 

1,474 

339 

5,331 

3,238 

10,665 

42, 126 
54,730 

1,996 
21,776 

18,200 

10,640 

125,408 

465 

3,191 

272, 123 


1,029 

4,005 

66,225 

1,343 

165 

188, 155 

43,415 

8,536 

1,560 

4,730 
4,090 
2,900 
7,372 
10, 156 
36,628 

8,560 
41,206 
10,047 
78, 624 

97, 643 
8,595 

3, 495 

76, 770 

32,508 

985 

4,736 

56,832 

882 

367,841 

352 

25, 475 

806 


S61,350 
13,150 


16,535 
5,027 
2,825 

1,928 

2,621 

275 

114,940 

126,511 

33,148 

32, 134 

5,691 

1,163 

1,593 

4,891 

31,680 
44,342 

2,281 
8,601 

10,690 
2,418 
3,044 
248 
2,382 

18,924 


3,423,803 


$647 

3,330 

528 

1,128 

488 

16, 752 

6,023 

363 

4,459 

2,080 
4,740 
5,593 
120 
3,200 
5,860 

277 
3,616 

626 
2,300 

18, 161 
763 

5,141 

12,448 

10,089 

489 

738 

5,023 

925 

243,260 

811 

1,308 

508 


10 
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Articles. 


FROM  GERMANY — COntd. 

Tools,  fine kilos. . 

Textiles: 

Plain  cotton do — 

Stockings     and     knit 
goods kilos.. 

Toys do.... 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


FROM  SPAIN. 

Boxes,  wooden kilos. 

Casks do... 

Cider,  in  bottles dozen. 

Fruits: 

Dried pounds. 

Canned do... 

Other kilos. 

Furniture do. . . 

Fish,  preserved do . . . 

Glass do... 

Musical  instruments  .do — 

Olive  oil gallons. 

Onions  and  garlic kilos . 

Peas  and  beans do — 

Paper,  all  kinds do — 

Perfumery do 

Parasols number. 

Soap, common  bar. pounds. 
Sauces  and  mustard ..  kilos . 
Shoes: 

Men's pairs. 

Women's do. . . 

Children's do. . . 

Sandals,  hemp do 

Sausage kilos. 

Tiles number. 

Textiles: 

Plain  cotton kilos . 

Cotton,  twilled. .  .do. . . 

Stockings  and  knit 
goods kilos. 

Cotton  lace do... 

Linen do... 

Umbrellas number. 

Vegetable  products .  .kilos. 

Vermicelli pounds . 

Wines: 

White gallons . 

Red do... 

Other  (in  bottles)  liters. 


Total. 


FROM  UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Biscuit,  fixie pounds. 

Bags,  for  sugar kilos. 

Beer,  bottled dozen. 

Condensed  milk.,  .pounds. 

Codfish do... 

Earthenware kilos. 

Furniture do 

Glass do 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of: 

Wrought kilos . , 

Bars do 

Pieces  and  accessories, 

kilos 

Machinery kilos. , 

Oxides do 

Paints do 

Paper,  all  kinds do 

Pharmaceutical    products, 

kilos 

Rice pounds. . 

Steel  cables kHos. . 

Tools: 

Fine do 

Ordinary do 


Quantity. 


1,481 

2,780 

3,630 
11,113 


70,214 

156, 150 

6,022 

31,477 

59, 719 

83, 103 

4,499 

29, 453 

61, 654 

697 

62, 467 

124,521 

4,625 

9, 654 

83 

232 

514, 583 

41,790 

15,097 
4,495 

19, 404 
4,081 
6,172 

30,221 

56, 504 
6,579 

3,016 
1,511 
3,542 
6,786 
32, 533 
349, 253 

21,011 

278,889 
507 


24,110 

740,013 

20,276 

582,098 

106,083 

381,102 

9, 183 

19,586 

155,295 

58, 381 

93, 004 

18,081 
882,681 
127,203 

S3, 025 
017 

95, 533 

3, 307, 704 

33, 007 

2,915 
18,900 


Value. 


3,473 

12, 303 

4,836 

203 


383, 477 


565 
2,423 
8,664 

2,899 
4,040 
6,919 
1,327 
5,953 
1,171 

325 
42, 550 
9,831 

522 

2,764 

43 

214 
5,622 
2,990 

24,121 
4,044 
3,028 
5, 472 
4,200 
2,146 

53,021 
6,510 

9,340 

6,386 
5,078 
3,503 
5, 622 
12, 701 

9,406 
65, 999 
2,272 


21,671 


3, 146 

110,885 

22,844 

42,609 

10, 880 

3, 506 

109 

422 

23,017 

5,505 

3,009 

6, 593 
23, 871 

5, 702 

12,237 

39 

3,886 
77,421 
4,096 

1,730 
1,937 


Articles. 


FROM    UNITED    KINGDOM  — 

continued. 

Textiles: 

Plain  cotton kilos. 

Twilled  cotton. .  .do. . . 
Linen do... 

Total 


FROM  FRANCE. 

Cutlery kilos 

Copper,  sheet do. . 

Glass do.. 

Iron,  and  manufactures  of: 

Wrought kilos 

Pieces  and  accessories 

kilos 

Liquors liters 

Perfumery kilos 

Soaps  ,flne do.. 

Tools,  fine do. . 

Textiles: 

Tapestry do.. 

Linen.." do.. 

Stockings      and      knit 
goods. kilos 

Plain  cotton do.. 

Twilled  cotton . .  .do. . 
Wine,  bottled liters 


Total. 


FROM  ARGENTINA. 

Corn pounds . 

Jerked  beef do... 

Oats do... 


Total 

FROM  CANADA. 

Codfish pounds . 

Lumber M  feet. 

Oats pounds. 

Total 

FROM  INDL\. 

Bags  (for  sugar) ...  number . 
Rice pounds . 

Total 

FROM  NORWAY. 

Condensed  milk. . .pounds. 
pSardincs do  — 


Total 

FROM  URUGUAY. 

Jerked  beef pounds. 

.  FROM  NETHERLANDS. 

Cheese pounds . 

Condensed  milk do. . . 

Potatoes do . . . 

Rice do... 


Total , 

FROM  PORTO  RICO. 

Coffee pounds. . 


Quantity. 


109,3.35 
36, 1()9 
46, 401 


1,574 

909 

2, 934 

26, 591 

12,204 

500 

8, 420 

289 

38 

20,966 
4,117 

4,104 
l,lSt 

1,894 
146 


10, 120, 839 

1,102,097 

17, 784 


16, 0.38 
3,305 

548, 686 


2,400,69,T 
16,339,253 


751,377 
25,032 


1,854,326 


119,341 

7,522 

74, 432 

2, 846, 100 


383, 569 


Value. 


127,304 
43, 713 
42,612 


584,393 


2, 530 

869 

42 

4,457 

3, 5.50 
235 

7,995 
391 
34 

9, 201 

4,878 

17,181 

901 

1,622 

701 


54,053 


S142,114 

147, 705 

1,195 

291,014 


9o9 
60, 942 
14, 813 

76, 724 


324, 092 
444, 632 


769, 324 


54,874 
4,615 


239, 179 


16,990 

440 

1,822 

79,903 


9,155 


CUBA:    CIENFUEGOS. 
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Declared  Exports  to  United  States. 

Exports  to  the  United  States,  as  invoiced  at  this  consulate  and 
at  the  consular  agencies  at  Caibarien  and  Sagua  la  Grande,  advanced 
in  value  from  $28,825,235  in  the  calendar  year  1913  to  $30,297,499 
in  1914,  sugar  and  lumber  forming  the  bulk  of  the  shipments.  In 
the  following  table  is  shown  the  value  of  the  principal  articles 
invoiced  at  Cienfuegos,  Caibarien,  and  Sagua  la  Grande  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  in  1913  and  1914 : 


Articles. 


FROM  CIEr;rUEGOS. 


Asphalt  coal , 

Bones,  hides,  etc 

Honey 

Metal,  scrap , 

Molasses 

Sugar , 

Tobacco,  leaf 

Wax  (bees') 

Wood ,  mahogany 

All  other  articles 

Returned  American  goods. 


Total. 


FROM  CAIBARIEN. 


Asphalt... 

Fruit 

Honey 

Lumber... 
Molasses. . . 
Raw  hides. 


1913 


$6, OGl 
18, 253 


13,829 

255,850 

15,020,008 

4,200 

5,181 

25, 749 

18,803 

12,712 


15,380,646 


15,093 

6,629 

60 

66, 769 


1914 


$19,279 
4,411 
5,950 

120, 500 
15,457,240 


2,204 
10,954 

9,228 
30, 128 


15,659,894 


10,623 

1,392 

826 

56,473 

10,377 

2,400 


Articles. 


FROM  CAIBARIEN— con. 


Sugar 

Tobacco 

AVax  (bees') , 

All  other  articles 

Returned  American  goods. 

Total 


FROM  SAGUA  LA  GRANDE. 


Hides 

Iron,  scrap 

Manure 

Rum 

Sugar 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

Returned  American  goods. 


Total 

Grand  total. 


36,003,3.55 
4,530 


17,816 
1,697 


6,105,949 


1,220 
7,336,317 


468 
635 


7,338,640 


28,825,235 


87,268,943 

36,024 

9,351 

175 

3,971 


7,400,615 


3,60? 
1,800 
3,954 


7,211,186 

410 

404 

15,633 


7, 236, 990 


30,297,499 


Sugar  and  Tobacco  Industries. 

The  low^  prices  of  sugar  in  the  latter  part  of  1913  and  the  first 
half  of  1914  placed  the  sugar  industry  in  a  difficult  position.  Many 
owners  of  centrals  were  compelled  to  mortgage  their  property  in 
order  to  contend  with  conditions  brought  about  by  a  i^roduct  that 
did  not  cover  the  cost  of  production.  With  the  outbreak  of  the 
European  Avar,  however,  prices  jumped  to  5^  and  6  cents  a  pound, 
and  those  who  had  been  able  to  hold  this  staple  made  immense 
profits. 

Nearly  all  of  last  year's  production  in  this  district,  about  327,000 
tons  valued  at  $17,510,509,  was  exported  to  the  United  States  and 
England. 

There  was  also  exported  22,227,800  gallons  of  molasses,  valued  at 
$563,793,  to  the  United  States,  England,  and  the  Netherlands.  This 
product,  formerly  thrown  away  on  the  fields  for  want  of  industrial 
application,  is  now  a  valuable  article  of  export. 

Tobacco,  a  very  important  Cuban  product,  will  not  be  extensively 
cultivated  this  year  in  this  district,  owing  to  three  principal  causes : 
(1)  The  war  in  Europe  practically  closed  that  important  market 
to  Cuban  tobacco;  (2)  frequent  and  copious  rains  during  the  so- 
called  dry  season  spoiled  the  seedlings  in  almost  every  tobacco  dis- 
trict, and  badly  damaged  the  young  plants  in  places  where  some 
seedlings  were  saved;  (3)  some  of  the  lands  in  the  Cumanayagua 
and  Manicaragua  regions,  considered  the  best  in  Cuba  for  tobacco 
culture,  have  been  planted  with  sugar  cane,  with  far  better  results  for 
the  agriculturist. 

Kaffenburgh,  an  American  concern,  and  others  under  contract  to 
supply  certain  factories  in  the  United  States,  will  plant  some  tobacco 
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SUPPLEMENT   TO   COMMEECE   EEPOETS. 


in  this  district,  but  on  the  whole  the  tobacco  crop  this  year  will  be 
insignificant  and  it  is  anticipated  that  practically  no  tobacco  will  be 
exported  from  Cienfuegos. 

Banking  Conditions — Credits — American  Trade  Extension. 

Banking  conditions  are  fairly  good.  The  three  established  banks 
in  Cienfuegos  are  the  National  Bank  of  Cuba,  the  Royal  Bank  of  Can- 
ada, and  the  Banco  Espanol.  There  is  room  for  others,  and  an  up- 
to-date  American  institution  of  this  kind  would  be  very  much  appre- 
ciated here  and  could  do  an  extensive  business. 

The  local  credit  system  here  is  from  30  to  60  days  between  mer- 
chant and  dealer,  consequently  the  large  importers  expect  to  receive 
the  same  facilities  from  abroad,  although  they  invariably  pay  for 
their  goods  upon  arrival,  whether  the  documents  are  sent  direct  to 
them  or  through  the  banks,  the  former  method  being  preferred. 
Shippers  need  not  worry ;  as  long  as  goods  purchased  are  up  to  agree- 
ment they  can  depend  on  getting  quick  returns  without  any  dif- 
ferences or  trouble,  as  the  merchants  here  are  of  good  financial 
standing. 

The  present  opportunity  for  the  extension  of  American  commerce 
should  not  be  overlooked,  for,  in  view  of  the  European  war,  trade 
formerly  in  the  hands  of  other  countries  will,  to  a  great  extent,  divert 
to  the  United  States  if  a  little  study  is  made  of  market  conditions, 
credits,  methods  of  packing,  and  the  requirements  of  the  Cubans, 
Trusted  representatives  should  be  sent  here  to  study  these  conditions 
and  to  make  business  acquaintances,  establishing  agencies  when  pos- 
sible. The  reciprocity  agreement  with  Cuba  gives  the  United  States 
the  advantage  of  a  rebate  of  from  20  to  40  per  cent  on  customs  duties. 
Catalogues,  even  when  printed  in  the  Spanish  language,  are  of  little 
use  in  opening  up  trade ;  advertising  in  the  local  press  brings  about 
better  results.  Correspondence  with  firms  in  Cuba  should  be  in  the 
Spanish  language. 
Public  Works — Shipping — Customs  Receipts. 

Very  little  public  or  municipal  work  was  done  during  1914,  owing 
principally  to  lack  of  funds.  Recentl}^,  however,  amounts  sufficient 
for  temporary  street  repairs  were  granted  and  the  work  is  now  being 
put  into  execution. 

In  1914  the  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Cienfuegos  was 
261,  against  266  in  1913.  The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the 
shipping  in  the  last  two  years: 


1913 

1914 

Flag. 

1913 

1914 

Flag. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tons. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tons. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tons. 

Num- 
ber. 

Tons. 

Steamers; 

United  States 

21 
75 
19 

41,270 
22S, 693 
29,569 

17 
64 
16 

1 
21 
69 
29 

1 

40,613 
144, 179 
26,634 
742 
41,903 
87,079 
64,182 
1,991 

Steamers— Contd. 
Cuban 

19 
1 

13 
14 

29, 167 
2,321 

4,390 
4,814 

20 
1 

9 
13 

34,207 

British 

Danish 

Dutch 

Austrian 

Sailing  vessels: 
United  States. . 
British 

Total 

2,681 
3,816 

German 

Norwegian 

Spanish 

26 
43 
35 

61,055 
55, 765 
81,044 

4,239 

266 

538,088 

261 

452, 246 

The  total  receipts  at  the  Cienfuegos  customhouse  in  1913  were 
$1,627,705.13,  but  in  1914  they  fell  off  to  $1,195,452.72,  the  decrease 
being  due  to  the  present  war. 
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